
Find out from
Lullingstone the
ancient owl, who ’s
lived here in the Darent Valley since Roman
times, what makes this such a special place.

Six amazing sites on a trail take you
back thousands of years.

• A 3 ¼ mile/5.2 km trail which you
can do in sections, depending which
attractions you want to visit – there’s
enough here to keep you coming back
again and again!
• Parts of it are on a level lane or riverside path,
and for the more energetic there’s a short hillier section

leading up to Eagle Heights.
• The whole trail takes about 2 hours– but allow extra
time to look at things.

ullingstone
Eynsford

THE ROUTE

L

TO/FROM LULLINGSTONE
ROMAN VILLA – EYNSFORD STATION

about 20 minutes each way

EEyynnssffoorrdd rraaiillwwaayy ssttaattiioonn ttoo LLuulllliinnggssttoonnee RRoommaann VViillllaa
Turn left out of the station and downhill on the road. 
At the T-junction with A225, cross the road (with care)
and turn left along the pavement under railway bridge. 
Continue on the grass verge until the metal fence visible
on the other side of the road ends. Turn right on a track
here (signposted Public Footpath) and continue downhill
between fences and over a bridge where you emerge by
Lullingstone Roman Villa car park.

LLuulllliinnggssttoonnee RRoommaann VViillllaa ttoo EEyynnssffoorrdd rraaiillwwaayy ssttaattiioonn
With your back to the Roman Villa, take the farm road
over the metal-sided bridge to the left of the car park and 
continue between fences until you emerge on the A225.
Turn left, walking on the verge, continuing under the
railway bridge. Cross the road (with care) and turn sharp
right to reach Eynsford Station.

Below the buildings (which include Eagle
Heights) cross the farm road and take the
path opposite, down across a field. Please
keep to the signposted footpaths. 
To visit Eagle Heights turn left on the farm
road. Retrace to resume the trail.

This trail was produced as part of a SEEDA/Tourism 
South East initiative with the support of English Heritage,
the Historic Houses Association and the National Trust.
It was produced by Acorn Consulting Partnership Ltd,
www.acorntourism.co.uk, researched and written by

Tim and Anne Locke and designed by
Jam Marketing Communications. 

We would like to thank Pauline Penney, Caroline Alexander,
Tom Hart Dyke and the staff at Lullingstone Roman Villa,

Lullingstone Country Park and the Kent Archaeology
Service for their help in creating this trail. 

The views expressed in this leaflet are not necessarily
those of the constituent organisations. The contents of this

trail are believed correct at the time of printing.
Nevertheless, the publisher cannot be held responsible for
any errors or omissions, or for changes in the details given,

or for the consequences of any reliance on the
information it provides. 

We have taken all reasonable steps to ensure that this trail
is safe and achievable by people with a realistic level of

fitness. However, all outdoor activities involve a degree of
risk and the publishers accept no responsibility for any

injuries caused to readers whilst following the trail.

Photo credits: 
© English Heritage Photo Library,

Lullingstone Castle, Lullingstone Country Park
and Tim Locke

Start the trail at any point. For example you can
walk from Lullingstone Roman Villa to 

Eynsford Castle, or to Lullingstone Country Park 
and back the same way. 

Turn over for Lullingstone’s Time Trail.

TThhee rrooaadd bbeettwweeeenn EEyynnssffoorrdd aanndd LLuulllliinnggssttoonnee RRoommaann VViillllaa
pprroovviiddeess aa lleevveell ssuurrffaacceedd aalltteerrnnaattiivvee rroouuttee ttoo tthhee wwaallkk uupp
ttoo EEaaggllee HHeeiigghhttss..

ALTERNATIVE ROUTE

To Shoreham

The Castle Inn

�

You can divert into Sparepenny Lane to get
views of Eynsford Castle and see the
memorial to Flight Lieutenant James
Paterson, the Battle of Britain pilot.

After Lullingstone Castle, keep right where the
road ends and go through the car park to follow
a path signposted ‘Darent Valley Path’ (kissing
gate).Follow the path alongside a lake and then
the river to Lullingstone Country Park Visitor
Centre. 

At the gap in
the hedge, look across the road
for the model windmill and Hop
Shop sign. Cross the road
carefully to reach the Hop Shop.

Go up steps, signposted ‘Darent Valley
Path, through woods and then along
the left edge of a field.

QUESTIONNAIRE

Hello. This leaflet is part of a pilot project to develop
trails at heritage sites, trails that encourage people to
visit the surrounding area, as well as the heritage site
itself. To be able to produce similar trails elsewhere,
we need to know what you think of this one. 
Please complete the questionnaire, and then tear it
off and simply put it in the post. 

Please return it to us by the 30th September 2007.
Thank you very much for your feedback, Tourism
South East.

1. Are you a member of English Heritage?

Yes No �

2. Have you visited Lullingstone Roman Villa 
in the past?

Yes No �

3.  Where did you see this Trail promoted/
pick up this leaflet?

Lullingstone Roman Villa

Lullingstone Country Park Visitor Centre

On the internet 

Other

4. Did you follow any of the Trail? 

All of it Part of it None of it �

5.  Did the Trail encourage you to visit more of the
area around Lullingstone and Eynsford than you
had originally planned? Yes No �

6. Did the Trail give you a glimpse of the different
historic periods that survive around Lullingstone?

Yes definitely A little No �

7.  If you visited Lullingstone Roman Villa, does this
Trail encourage you to make another visit in the future?

Very likely to come back �

Might come back �

Not going to come back �

Don’t know if I’ll come back �

Didn’t visit Lullingstone Roman Villa �

8. Does this Trail encourage you to make 
another visit to the area?

Very likely to come back �

Might come back �

Not going to come back �

Don’t know if I’ll come back �

9. Next time you visit a heritage site would you take
the time to visit nearby historic places or
attractions, if a similar Trail to this was available?

Yes definitely Maybe No �

10. How much did you spend in Eynsford,
Lullingstone or Shoreham apart from at  
Lullingstone Roman Villa?

None � Less than £3 �

Between £3 and £5 More than £5

11. How many (if any) children are with you today?

None 1 2
3 4 or more

�

Thank you for your time. 
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Turn right at 
the top of the field.

If you want to find this path from
Eynsford and walk up to Eagle Heights
(and do the trail in reverse), look for the
Darent Valley Path signpost on the right
just after the last house in the village.

Cross the railway line with special care:
listen and look both ways.

Turn right by a bridge for Country Park trails
and the car park or continue on the path to
emerge by the Visitor Centre entrance. Cross
into the field immediately opposite and follow
the left edge inside the hedge. 

Darent Valley 
Path Signpost

View

Walking Trail

Walking Trail

View

View
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Walk to Shoreham
You can continue from the Lullingstone Country Park Visitor
Centre on the Darent Valley Path to Shoreham (1½ miles/2.3 km,
30 minutes). Outside the Kings Arms is an Ostler’s Box where the
man who looked after people’s horses would have sat under cover
while they were in the pub. The carved screen in the church dates
back to Tudor times: the vines and pomegranates were symbols of
Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon. The chalk cross on the hillside
above is a war memorial and the Shoreham Aircraft Museum
(open Sun from Easter–end Sept; 01959 524416) has relics from
the Battle of Britain. Return the same way, or take the train from
Shoreham back to Eynsford (4 minutes, approximately half-hourly).

Attractions
Eynsford Castle off High Street, Eynsford (opposite Castle Inn)
www.english-heritage.org.uk. Entrance free. Open daily
10am–6pm until 30 September, 10am–4pm Oct–March. 
Closed Mon and Tues in Dec and Jan.
Lullingstone Roman Villa Eynsford DA4 0JA. 01322 863467
www.english-heritage.org.uk. Open daily 10am–6pm until 
30 September 2007 then closing for refurbishment.
£4/£3/children £2; English Heritage members free. 
Re-opens spring 2008.
Lullingstone Castle and The World Garden of Plants Eynsford
DA4 0JA. 01322 862114. www.lullingstonecastle.co.uk. Open
until end Sept. Fri and Sat 12pm–5pm (garden); 2pm–5pm (house);
Sun and BH 2pm–6pm. £6/£5.50/child £2.50, family £12.50.
Lullingstone Country Park and Visitor Centre
Kingfisher Bridge, Castle Road, Eynsford DA4 0JF 01322
865995, www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent. Pedestrian access at all
times. Visitor Centre open daily 10am–4pm Oct–March, 10am–
5pm April–Sept. Waymarked walks, information on landscape,
wildlife and heritage. Café, toilets, shop. Car parking £1.
Eagle Heights Lullingstone Lane, Eynsford DA4 0JB
01322 866466. www.eagleheights.co.uk. Birds of prey and animal
centre. Open daily 1 Mar-31 Oct, 10.30am-5pm; weekends Nov–
Feb 11am-4pm. Café, play area, shop. £6.95/£5.95/child £4.95.
The Hop Shop Castle Farm, Shoreham TN14 7UB
01959 523219. www.hopshop.co.uk. Farm and craft shop, lavender
farm tours. Open daily 10am–5pm. Open tours of the lavender
fields on selected weekday afternoons from late June to mid July,
£4. Lavender Festival is usually on the second weekend in July;
free, with tours (£4, children free), food tastings, bee-keeping
displays, aromatherapy.
Shoreham Aircraft Museum (WW2/Battle of Britain aviation
relics and memorabilia), High Street, Shoreham TN14 7TB
01959 524416. www.shoreham-aircraft-museum.co.uk. 
Open Sundays only, throughout the summer. 

Find out more
See the sites above for more information. See also:
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/romans BBC website on the Romans.
www.english-heritage.org.uk Information on the work of
English Heritage, including historic houses and ancient
monuments that are open to visitors. 
www.pyrrha.demon.co.uk Roman topics and ideas, aimed at
schoolchildren.
www.felhs.org.uk The Farningham and Eynsford Local History
Society.
www.kentdowns.org.uk About the Kent Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
www.shorehamkenthistorical.org.uk The Shoreham and
District Historical Society.
www.britarch.ac.uk/yac Young Archaeologists’ Club
The UK-wide club for 8–16 year olds interested in archaeology,
organised by the Council for British Archaeology.
St Mary’s House, 66 Bootham, York YO30 7BZ. 01904 671417. 

Local Businesses
Eating and Drinking
Castle Hotel (pub, restaurant, accommodation) 
High St, Eynsford DA4 0AB. 01322 863162.
Five Bells (pub), High St, Eynsford DA4 0AB. 01322 863135.
Lullingstone Country Park Visitor Centre (self service café)
Kingfisher Bridge, Castle Rd, Eynsford DA4 0JF. 01322 865995.
Malt Shovel Inn (pub), Station Rd, Eynsford DA4 0ER
01322 862164.
Plough (dining pub), 24 Riverside, Eynsford DA4 0AE
01322 862281. 
The Watermark (restaurant), 2 Riverside, Eynsford DA4 0AE
01322 860300, www.thewatermarkrestaurant.co.uk
St Martin’s Church, Eynsford serves teas most summer
weekends, and there are several pubs in Shoreham village.

Local Transport
Trains stopping at Eynsford and Shoreham run approximately
half-hourly from London Blackfriars (Mon–Sat) or London Victoria
(Sun) via Bromley South to Sevenoaks. 
www.southeasternrailway.co.uk 
National Rail Enquiries 08457 484950
General public transport enquiries
Traveline 0870 608 2 608, www.traveline.org.uk

Visitor Information
Sevenoaks Tourist Information Centre Buckhurst Lane,
Sevenoaks TN13 1LQ, 01732 450 305.
www.kenttourism.co.uk
www.ruralways.org.uk 
www.visitsoutheastengland.com

Eynsford Castle 
““TThhee NNoorrmmaannss ppuutt tthhiiss uupp aabboouutt 990000 yyeeaarrss aaggoo.. 
TThheeyy ttooookk oovveerr oonnee ooff tthhee SSaaxxoonn ssiitteess..”” 

TThhee ppeeooppllee lliivveedd uuppssttaaiirrss bbuutt iitt wwaass mmoorree lliikkee aa ccoouunnttrryy hhoouussee tthhaann aa
ccaassttllee ffoorr ddeeffeennccee.. TThheenn tthheerree wwaass aa ssqquuaabbbbllee aabboouutt llaanndd oowwnneerrsshhiipp
aanndd tthhee ppllaaccee wwaass wwrreecckkeedd iinn 11331122.. NNoo--oonnee’’ss lliivveedd hheerree ssiinnccee.. 
IItt’’ss aammaazziinngg yyoouu ccaann sseeee aannyytthhiinngg ooff iitt aatt aallll..

TThheerree’’ss ffrreeee aacccceessss ttoo EEyynnssffoorrdd CCaassttllee.. YYoouu ccaann eeiitthheerr ggoo iinnttoo iitt ffrroomm
tthhee vviillllaaggee ssttrreeeett iinn EEyynnssffoorrdd ((llooookk ffoorr tthhee ttuurrnniinngg ooppppoossiittee tthhee CCaassttllee
IInnnn)),, oorr iiff yyoouu jjuusstt wwaanntt aa vviieeww ddeettoouurr ffrroomm tthhee ttrraaiill iinnttoo SSppaarreeppeennnnyy
LLaannee,, aa ttwwoo--mmiinnuuttee wwaallkk ffrroomm tthhee jjuunnccttiioonn wwiitthh LLuulllliinnggssttoonnee LLaannee.. 

St Martin’s Church, Eynsford 
““WWhheenn II wwaass aa yyoouunngg oowwll iinn RRoommaann ttiimmeess,, tthhee CChhrriissttiiaannss uusseedd
ttoo mmeeeett uupp aatt LLuulllliinnggssttoonnee RRoommaann VViillllaa.. TThheerree wweerreenn’’tt vveerryy
mmaannyy ooff tthheemm.. CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy wwaass qquuiittee aa nneeww rreelliiggiioonn,, aanndd tthheerree
wweerree pplleennttyy ooff ootthheerrss ttoo cchhoooossee ffrroomm..””

TThhoossee RRoommaann CChhrriissttiiaannss wwoouulldd bbee pplleeaasseedd ttoo sseeee aallll tthhee cchhuurrcchheess iinn
tthhee vvaalllleeyy.. BBuutt tthheeyy’’dd bbee ccoonnffuusseedd bbyy tthhee yyeeww ttrreeeess.. IInn tthhee IIrroonn AAggee
tthhee DDrruuiiddss,, wwhhoo wweerreenn’’tt CChhrriissttiiaannss,, uusseedd ttoo wwoorrsshhiipp iinn yyeeww ggrroovveess..
AAfftteerr tthhee RRoommaannss iinnvvaaddeedd tthheeyy tthhoouugghhtt tthhee DDrruuiiddss wweerree lleeaaddiinngg tthhee
rreebbeellss aaggaaiinnsstt tthheemm,, aanndd sseenntt iinn tthhee aarrmmyy ttoo kkiillll tthheemm ooffff..

SStt MMaarrttiinn’’ss CChhuurrcchh wwaass bbuuiilltt iinn NNoorrmmaann ttiimmeess uussiinngg fflliinntt,, aa hhaarrdd bbllaacckk
ssttoonnee ffoouunndd iinn tthhee cchhaallkk DDoowwnnss.. TThhee ssppiirree iiss ccoovveerreedd iinn wwooooddeenn ttiilleess
ccaalllleedd sshhiinngglleess,, mmaaddee ffrroomm ooaakk.. TThhoossee ssttoonnee ccooffffiinnss iinn tthhee ppoorrcchh wweerree
uusseedd iinn mmeeddiieevvaall ttiimmeess..

The Bridge and Ford at Eynsford
““TThhiiss hhaass aallwwaayyss bbeeeenn aann iimmppoorrttaanntt ppllaaccee ttoo ccrroossss

tthhee rriivveerr.. TThheerree wwaass aa RRoommaann bbuuiillddiinngg nneeaarrbbyy bbuutt
eevveerryytthhiinngg yyoouu ccaann sseeee nnooww iiss mmeeddiieevvaall oorr llaatteerr..””

YYoouu ccaann sseeee tthhee ttiimmbbeerr ffrraammeess tthhaatt hhoolldd tthhee
mmeeddiieevvaall hhoouusseess uupp –– tthhee ggaappss aarree ffiilllleedd iinn
wwiitthh ppllaasstteerr.. SSoommee ooff tthhee ootthheerr bbuuiillddiinnggss hhaavvee
wwaallllss mmaaddee ooff fflliinntt aanndd bbrriicckk,, oorr wwooooddeenn
ppllaannkkss ccaalllleedd wweeaatthheerrbbooaarrddiinngg.. 

TThhee ffoorrdd,, wwhheerree yyoouu ccrroossss tthhee rriivveerr,, wwaass ssoo
iimmppoorrttaanntt tthhaatt iitt ggaavvee iittss nnaammee ttoo EEyynnssffoorrdd iinn

SSaaxxoonn ttiimmeess.. OOrriiggiinnaallllyy iitt wwaass kknnoowwnn aass
AAeeggeenn’’ss FFoorrdd –– tthhee ffoorrdd bbeelloonnggiinngg ttoo aa ppeerrssoonn

ccaalllleedd AAeeggeenn.. 

Lullingstone the owl has lived in the Darent Valley for 2000 years, since Roman times. He can tell you all about it. Because the river valley was such a useful route across Kent and to 
the Thames, there have been people here for thousands of years. It’s changed a lot, of course!

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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TThheerree aarree mmaannyy ootthheerr ppllaacceess wwhhiicchh uusseedd ttoo hhaavvee ffoorrddss,, lliikkee CCaattffoorrdd,,
OOttffoorrdd aanndd OOxxffoorrdd,, bbuutt yyoouu ccaann’’tt uussuuaallllyy sseeee tthheemm aannyy mmoorree.. TThheerree hhaass
bbeeeenn aa pprrooppeerr bbrriiddggee hheerree ssiinnccee mmeeddiieevvaall ttiimmeess bbuutt ppeeooppllee ssttiillll ttrryy ttoo
ddrriivvee tthhrroouugghh tthhee ffoorrdd,, aanndd ssoommee ooff tthheemm ggeett ssttuucckk!!

SSoommee ooff tthhee ffiieerrcceesstt aaiirr ffiigghhttiinngg ooff tthhee SSeeccoonndd WWoorrlldd WWaarr ttooookk ppllaaccee
oovveerr tthhee vvaalllleeyy dduurriinngg tthhee BBaattttllee ooff BBrriittaaiinn iinn 11994400.. YYoouu ccaann ffiinndd oouutt
mmoorree aabboouutt tthhee BBaattttllee ooff BBrriittaaiinn aanndd tthhee ppiilloottss’’ mmeemmoorriiaallss aatt tthhee
SShhoorreehhaamm AAiirrccrraafftt MMuusseeuumm..

Viewpoints
““WWhheenn yyoouu llooookk oovveerr tthhee vvaalllleeyy,, tthhee hhiillllss

hhaavveenn’’tt cchhaannggeedd iinn sshhaappee ssiinnccee hhuummaannss
hhaavvee bbeeeenn hheerree,, bbuutt tthheerree aarreenn’’tt ssoo mmaannyy
wwooooddss aanndd EEyynnssffoorrdd iiss mmuucchh llaarrggeerr tthhaann iitt
uusseedd ttoo bbee.. TThhee rriivveerr iiss ssmmaalllleerr tthhaann iitt wwaass
aanndd tthhee ffaarrmmiinngg iiss ddiiffffeerreenntt ttoooo..”” 

HHuunnddrreeddss ooff tthhoouussaannddss ooff yyeeaarrss aaggoo,, wwhheenn
tthhee ffiirrsstt hhuummaannss wweerree hheerree,, tthheeyy sshhaarreedd tthhee

vvaalllleeyy wwiitthh aanniimmaallss lliikkee mmaammmmootthhss aanndd wwoooollllyy
rrhhiinnoocceerroosseess wwhhiicchh aarree eexxttiinncctt nnooww.. SSoommeettiimmeess tthhee

cclliimmaattee wwaass vveerryy wwaarrmm,, lliikkee AAffrriiccaa iiss nnooww,, aanndd aatt ootthheerr ttiimmeess tthheerree wweerree
ffrreeeezziinngg iiccee aaggeess..

TThheerree wweerree ffaarrmmss aalloonngg tthhee vvaalllleeyy aallmmoosstt ffrroomm tthhee ttiimmee ffaarrmmiinngg ffiirrsstt
bbeeggaann.. UUnnttiill tthhee RRoommaannss ccaammee,, ffaarrmmeerrss lliivveedd iinn tthhaattcchheedd wwooooddeenn rroouunndd
hhoouusseess –– tthheerree wweerree ffaarrmmss uupp wwhheerree EEaaggllee HHeeiigghhttss iiss nnooww,, aanndd iinn
LLuulllliinnggssttoonnee PPaarrkk.. WWhheenn tthhee RRoommaannss ccaammee aanndd ffoouunnddeedd LLoonnddoonn 
((tthheeyy ccaalllleedd iitt LLoonnddiinniiuumm)) ssoommee ffaarrmmeerrss ggoott rriicchh sseelllliinngg ffoooodd ttoo tthhee
ppeeooppllee lliivviinngg iinn tthhee cciittyy aanndd ssttaarrtteedd rreeppllaacciinngg tthheeiirr rroouunndd hhoouusseess wwiitthh 
RRoommaann--ssttyyllee vviillllaass wwiitthh ttiilleedd rrooooffss.. MMoosstt ppeeooppllee wwhhoo lliivveedd iinn tthheessee 
kkiinnddss ooff vviillllaass wweerree llooccaallss wwhhoo’’dd ddoonnee wweellll,, nnoott RRoommaannss ffrroomm IIttaallyy..

TThhee ffiieellddss uusseedd ttoo bbee ffuullll ooff ppeeooppllee wwoorrkkiinngg.. IItt wwaass lliikkee tthhaatt rriigghhtt uupp uunnttiill
tthhee eeaarrllyy 2200tthh cceennttuurryy.. NNooww tthhee ffiieellddss aarree eemmppttiieerr bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy uussee
mmooddeerrnn mmaacchhiinneess ssuucchh aass ccoommbbiinnee hhaarrvveesstteerrss iinnsstteeaadd..

The Railway Viaduct 
““TThhiiss hhuuggee rraaiillwwaayy vviiaadduucctt wwaass bbuuiilltt bbyy tthhee VViiccttoorriiaannss iinn 11886622.. 
IIttss aarrcchheess ccaarrrryy tthhee rraaiillwwaayy oovveerr tthhee vvaalllleeyy bbeeccaauussee ttrraaiinnss ccaann’’tt
mmaannaaggee ggooiinngg uupp aanndd ddoowwnn sstteeeepp ssllooppeess..””

IInn RRoommaann ttiimmeess ppeeooppllee wwoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn aassttoonniisshheedd ttoo sseeee aannyytthhiinngg aass
bbiigg aass tthhiiss,, aanndd ooff ccoouurrssee rraaiillwwaayyss ddiiddnn’’tt eexxiisstt.. BBuutt ssoommee ppeeooppllee lliivviinngg iinn
tthhee RRoommaann EEmmppiirree wwoouulldd hhaavvee ffoouunndd iitt ssttrraannggeellyy ffaammiilliiaarr –– iitt llooookkss lliikkee
ssoommee ooff tthhee aaqquueedduuccttss bbuuiilltt bbyy tthhee RRoommaannss ttoo ccaarrrryy wwaatteerr aaccrroossss aa vvaalllleeyy..

TThhee RRoommaannss wweerree tthhee ffiirrsstt ppeeooppllee ttoo rreeaalliissee tthhaatt tthhee rroouunndd--ttooppppeedd 
aarrcchh iiss aa vveerryy ggoooodd wwaayy ooff bbuuiillddiinngg ssoommeetthhiinngg rreeaallllyy ssttrroonngg ttoo ssuuppppoorrtt 
aa wweeiigghhtt lliikkee tthhiiss..

Eagle Heights Bird of Prey 
and Animal Centre
““YYoouu ccaann mmeeeett ssoommee ooff mmyy ffeellllooww oowwllss uupp hheerree.. KKeeeeppiinngg uuss bbiirrddss ooff
pprreeyy uusseedd ttoo bbee ppooppuullaarr iinn mmeeddiieevvaall ttiimmeess bbuutt iitt’’ss bbeeeenn hhaarrdd ttoo ffiinndd
aannyyoonnee ddooiinngg iitt ffoorr tthhee llaasstt ffeeww hhuunnddrreedd yyeeaarrss..””

OOnnee ooff tthhee ssyymmbboollss ooff tthhee RRoommaann EEmmppiirree wwaass tthhee IImmppeerriiaall EEaaggllee.. 
TThhee RRoommaannss ccoolllleecctteedd eexxoottiicc aanniimmaallss ffrroomm AAffrriiccaa ffoorr tthheeiirr cciirrccuusseess,, bbuutt
wwee ddiiddnn’’tt ggeett mmaannyy ooff tthhoossee iinn RRoommaann BBrriittaaiinn.. TThheeyy wweerree ggrruuee ssoommee
aaffffaaiirrss wwiitthh aanniimmaallss aanndd ppeeooppllee mmaaddee ttoo ffiigghhtt ttoo tthhee ddeeaatthh.. NNooww ppllaacceess
lliikkee EEaaggllee HHeeiigghhttss llooookk aafftteerr tthheeiirr aanniimmaallss pprrooppeerrllyy..

Lullingstone Roman Villa
““TThhiiss iiss vveerryy ddiiffffeerreenntt ttoo hhooww iitt oonnccee wwaass.. IInn RRoommaann ttiimmeess tthhiiss ppllaaccee
uusseedd ttoo bbee ttwwoo ssttoorreeyyss hhiigghh,, wwiitthh wwhhiittee wwaallllss aanndd aa ttiilleedd rrooooff aanndd
ggaarrddeennss aallll aarroouunndd..”” 

TThhiiss mmiigghhtt llooookk lliikkee aa rruuiinn iinn aa mmooddeerrnn sshheelltteerr nnooww,, bbuutt iitt’’ss rreeaallllyy
iinntteerreessttiinngg –– yyoouu ccaann sseeee eexxaaccttllyy hhooww tthhee hheeaattiinngg ssyysstteemm wwoorrkkeedd.. 
II’’mm ggllaadd tthhee mmoossaaiicc hhaass ssuurrvviivveedd.. TThhiiss iiss tthhee oonnllyy RRoommaann bbuuiillddiinngg lliikkee
tthhiiss yyoouu ccaann sseeee iinn tthhee vvaalllleeyy,, bbuutt tthheerree uusseedd ttoo bbee aatt lleeaasstt sseevveenn vviillllaass
–– oonnee aatt SShhoorreehhaamm aanndd oonnee aatt OOttffoorrdd ffoorr eexxaammppllee.. 
EEaacchh vviillllaa hhaadd iittss oowwnn eessttaattee,, wwiitthh aa ssttrreettcchh ooff wwaatteerr ffoorr ttrraannssppoorrtt,, aann
aarreeaa iinn tthhee vvaalllleeyy ffoorr ggrroowwiinngg ccrrooppss,, aanndd ssoommee wwooooddss aanndd hhiillllss ffoorr
ggrraazziinngg aanndd wwoooodd ffoorr bbuuiillddiinngg,, ffuueell aanndd cchhaarrccooaall..

Lullingstone Castle and World
Garden of Plants

““II rreeccooggnniissee tthhee ggaatteehhoouussee ffrroomm wwhheenn
HHeennrryy VVIIIIII ccaammee hheerree bbuutt tthhee rreesstt ooff 
tthhee hhoouussee hhaass cchhaannggeedd aa bbiitt.. 
TThhee ffrroonntt iiss ffrroomm tthhee ttiimmee ooff 
QQuueeeenn AAnnnnee ((11770022––11771144)) bbuutt iitt’’ss oollddeerr
iiff yyoouu llooookk bbeehhiinndd..”” 

TThhiiss iiss oonnee ooff tthhee eeaarrlliieesstt bbrriicckk bbuuiillddiinnggss
iinn BBrriittaaiinn.. TThhee RRoommaannss hhaadd bbrriicckkss,, bbuutt tthheeyy

wweerree ffllaatttteerr aanndd ppaallee oorraannggee,, aanndd tthheeyy ddiiddnn’’tt
bbuuiilldd tthheemm iinnttoo hhiigghh wwaallllss.. TThhee SSaaxxoonnss ccoolllleecctteedd

tthheemm uupp ffrroomm RRoommaann bbuuiillddiinnggss aanndd uusseedd tthheemm ttooggeetthheerr wwiitthh fflliinntt oorr
ssttoonnee iinn tthheeiirr cchhuurrcchheess.. TThheenn ppeeooppllee sseeeemmeedd ttoo ffoorrggeett hhooww ttoo mmaakkee
tthheemm uunnttiill TTuuddoorr ttiimmeess..

TThhee WWoorrlldd GGaarrddeenn iiss nneeww.. IItt’’ss aarrrraannggeedd lliikkee aa mmaapp ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd,, 
wwiitthh ppllaannttss ggrroowwiinngg oonn tthhee ccoonnttiinneenntt tthheeyy ccaammee ffrroomm oorriiggiinnaallllyy.. 
TThhee RRoommaannss bbrroouugghhtt iinn tthheeiirr MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann ppllaannttss lliikkee rroosseemmaarryy 
aanndd llaavveennddeerr.. BBuutt tthheeyy wwoouullddnn’’tt hhaavvee rreeccooggnniisseedd ttooddaayy’’ss wwoorrlldd mmaappss..
TThheeyy hhaaddnn’’tt ddiissccoovveerreedd AAmmeerriiccaa oorr AAuussttrraalliiaa.. 

Lullingstone Country Park
““TThhee ppaarrkk uusseedd ttoo bbeelloonngg ttoo LLuulllliinnggssttoonnee CCaassttllee.. SSoommee ooff tthhee ooaakk
ttrreeeess uupp tthheerree aarree oovveerr 770000 yyeeaarrss oolldd.. II rreemmeemmbbeerr ppeerrcchhiinngg iinn tthheemm
bbaacckk iinn mmeeddiieevvaall ttiimmeess..””

TThheerree wweerree ttwwoo IIrroonn AAggee ffaarrmmss hheerree bbeeffoorree tthhee RRoommaannss ccaammee,, aanndd iinn
mmeeddiieevvaall ttiimmeess iitt wwaass eenncclloosseedd aass aa ddeeeerr ppaarrkk.. YYoouu ccaann ssttiillll sseeee tthhee
rreemmaaiinnss ooff tthhee hhiigghh ffeennccee uusseedd ttoo kkeeeepp tthhee ddeeeerr iinn.. TThheeyy wweerree hhuunntteedd
ffoorr ssppoorrtt aanndd ttoo eeaatt ((tthhee mmeeaatt iiss kknnoowwnn aass vveenniissoonn)).. TThhee ttoopp bbrraanncchheess
ooff tthhee aanncciieenntt ooaakk ttrreeeess wweerree ccuutt ((‘‘ppoollllaarrddeedd’’)) eevveerryy ttwweennttyy yyeeaarrss oorr ssoo..
TThhiiss mmeeaanntt tthhaatt tthhee nneeww sshhoooottss wweerree oouutt ooff rreeaacchh ooff tthhee ddeeeerr,, aanndd tthhee
ttiimmbbeerr ccoouulldd bbee ssoolldd aanndd uusseedd ttoo bbuuiilldd hhoouusseess aanndd sshhiippss..

TThheerree wweerree ppllaannss ttoo bbuuiilldd hhoouusseess aanndd aann aaiirrppoorrtt hheerree iinn tthhee 11993300ss,, 
wwhheenn LLoonnddoonn wwaass sspprreeaaddiinngg oouutt iinnttoo KKeenntt.. BBuutt aafftteerr 11994477 tthhee ppaarrkk
wwaass pprrootteecctteedd aass ppaarrtt ooff tthhee ‘‘GGrreeeenn BBeelltt’’ rroouunndd LLoonnddoonn.. TThhiiss mmeeaanntt tthhaatt
ppeeooppllee wweerreenn’’tt aalllloowweedd ttoo bbuuiilldd oonn tthhee ccoouunnttrryyssiiddee hheerree.. WWiitthhoouutt tthhee
GGrreeeenn BBeelltt,, tthhee wwhhoollee vvaalllleeyy wwoouulldd pprroobbaabbllyy hhaavvee bbeeeenn bbuuiilltt oovveerr bbyy nnooww..

IInn tthhee SSeeccoonndd WWoorrlldd WWaarr tthheeyy uusseedd ttoo hhaavvee aa dduummmmyy aaiirrffiieelldd hheerree..
TThheerree wweerree ffaakkee wwooooddeenn aaeerrooppllaanneess wwhheerree tthhee ggoollff ccoouurrssee iiss nnooww.. 
TThhee GGeerrmmaannss wweerree ssuuppppoosseedd ttoo tthhiinnkk iitt wwaass BBiiggggiinn HHiillll aaiirrffiieelldd aanndd
aattttaacckk tthhee ffaakkee ppllaanneess!!

YYoouu ccaann ppiicckk uupp ddeettaaiillss ooff tthhee wwaallkkss iinn tthhee CCoouunnttrryy PPaarrkk ffrroomm tthhee
VViissiittoorr CCeennttrree..

Hop Shop Castle Farm
““TThhiiss ffaarrmm wwoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn uunnuussuuaall iinn tthhee ppaasstt –– iitt hhaass iittss oowwnn
sshhoopp.. PPeeooppllee ccoommee ttoo tthhee ffaarrmm iinn tthheeiirr ccaarrss ttoo bbuuyy tthhiinnggss.. IInn tthhee
ppaasstt ffaarrmmeerrss uusseedd ttoo ttaakkee tthheeiirr ccrrooppss aanndd aanniimmaallss ttoo aa mmaarrkkeett 
ttoo sseellll tthheemm..”” 

TThhee ffaarrmm ssppeecciiaalliisseess iinn llaavveennddeerr aanndd hhoonneeyy.. TThhee RRoommaannss pprroobbaabbllyy
bbrroouugghhtt llaavveennddeerr ttoo BBrriittaaiinn:: iitt wwaass uusseedd ttoo wwaasshh ccllootthheess aanndd ggeett rriidd ooff
iinnsseeccttss lliikkee fflleeaass,, aanndd aass aa ppeerrffuummee aanndd ffllaavvoouurriinngg.. HHoonneeyy wwaass
iimmppoorrttaanntt ttoooo:: iitt wwaass tthhee oonnllyy sswweeeetteenneerr tthhee RRoommaannss hhaadd,, aass ssuuggaarr
ccaannee hhaadd nnoott bbeeeenn ddiissccoovveerreedd..
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““II’’vvee aallwwaayyss lloovveedd tthhiiss vviieeww.. TThhaatt’’ss 
tthhee RRiivveerr DDaarreenntt II ccaann sseeee ddoowwnn tthheerree,,
wwiitthh tthhee ssmmooootthh cchhaallkkyy hhiillllss ooff tthhee
NNoorrtthh DDoowwnnss oonn eeiitthheerr ssiiddee,, aanndd tthhee
bbeeaauuttiiffuull oolldd vviillllaaggee ooff EEyynnssffoorrdd.. ””


